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NHPS World Languages
2023-24

Arabic
ASL

French
Italian

Japanese
Latin

Mandarin Chinese
Spanish

Most students 
have the 

opportunity to 
begin instruction 

by 6th grade

4 Elementary 
Programs
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NHPS World Languages
2023-24
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Curriculum 
Teacher-authored, Backwards-designed thematic units for every level focus on real-world 
contexts and build proficiency over time.  Revision of Level IV now & Level II this summer.

Building “Proficiency”
the ability to successfully use the language in real-world situations and 
spontaneous contexts
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Proficiency Targets
Every level has a “proficiency target.”  Teachers & students see progress on a continuum.

 

Targeting “Proficiency”
the ability to successfully use the language in real-world situations and 
spontaneous contexts
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Bi-Yearly Assessments
Students and teachers measure progress against proficiency targets and focus on “leveling up.”       

Data from assessments helps students/teachers reflect on goals and drives WL professional learning.

January 2024 - Speaking Interview Assessment    End of Year Target = 4.0 points on Proficiency Rubric 

Assessing “Proficiency”
the ability to successfully use the language in real-world situations and 
spontaneous contexts

%of 

students 

0.5

%of 

students 

1.0

%of 

students 

1.5

%of 

students 

2.0

%of 

students 

2.5-3

% of 

students 

3.5-4.0

% of 

students 

4.5-5.0

Halfway to 

4.0 Target 

or better

MS IB 6.4% 9.6% 13.5% 24% 31% 10% 1.8% 67%

Level I 14.9% 15.4% 16.3% 28% 20% 4% 4.6% 56%

Level II 7.9% 20.0% 15.2% 20% 23% 5% 6.0% 54%

Level III 11.4% 10.6% 20.5% 20% 25% 9% 3.1% 57%

Level IV 2.7% 6.7% 9.3% 23% 29% 25% 2.7% 80%

AP 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3% 24% 47% 25.9% 100%

NHS 0.3% 0.0% 1.1% 3% 15% 22% 32.4% 72%



Sub-Group Focus



Sub-Group Focus
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Awarding “Proficiency”
the ability to successfully use the language in 
real-world situations and spontaneous contexts

A
Graduation

Award 

showing that a 
student is 

proficient in 
English and at 
least one more 

language

Gold Seal 
on 

Diploma

Purple Cord 
at 

Graduation

Seal of 
Biliteracy-(language) 

on transcript

College Placement 
or CREDIT!!
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Awarding “Proficiency”
the ability to successfully use the language in 
real-world situations and spontaneous contexts

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Awards 6 47 148 118 124 141 164*

Languages 1 10 13 12 11 14 10*

Foreign Language Learners 24

Heritage Language 103

First Language 37

TOTAL 164
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NHPS World Languages
2023-24
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Building Academic Skills
in the Target Language

Immersion-Ready Skills:  Teachers stay in the target language (90%+) and use 

visuals, gestures and context to make the language “comprehensible.”  This  

builds students' ability to excel in any “foreign” situation, in any language, by 

remaining calm and using context clues to understand and participate.

Connections: All units contain objectives that reinforce content learned in other 

subject areas, such as math, the Arts, the environment, history, etc.

Transferable Academic Strategies: Teachers provide direct strategy instruction 

and regular practice for listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students also 

learn study skills using visuals, flashcards, Quizlet, collaborative studying, etc.
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NHPS World Languages
2023-24
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NHPS World Languages
2023-24
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Arabic, ASL, French, Italian, Japanese, 

Latin, Mandarin Chinese, & Spanish

ALL of the languages we teach are 

spoken in the New Haven Community. 

Teachers encourage students to use the 

language in their community and the 

world from Level I. 

Virtual Exchanges
Argentina, Mexico, Taiwan, Japan

Local Field Trips

International Trips

Summer CIEE Scholarships
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Next Steps - Next Goals:

● Use AAPPL Testing data to focus on teaching for proficiency.
● Improve outcomes for Black/African-American students and 

special education students in WL classes via Culturally 
Responsive Teaching & book study. 

● Focus on more world language learners achieving the Seal of 
Biliteracy.

● Build award pathways toward the Seal in the younger grades
● Add Pashto as a Native/Heritage Language at HH and Cross
● Prepare for dual-language students arriving in high schools
● Bring a potential policy forward that would award students 

transcript credit for their language abilities as measured by the 
AAPPL in high school. 
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Questions

質問

問題Preguntas

أسئلة

domande

des questions

quaestiones
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