
Atty. Michael J. Pinto 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 

office: (203) 946-7972 • mobile: (475) 238-9132 • email: mpinto@newhavenct.gov 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Yesenia Rivera, President, New Haven Board of Education; and 
  Thomas Lamb, Chief Operating Officer, New Haven Public Schools 
  Matt Wilcox, Chair, Finance & Operations Committee   
 
FROM:  Michael J. Pinto, Assistant Corporation Counsel, and 
  John R. Ward, Special Counsel for Economic Development 
 
DATE:  January 31, 2023 
 
RE: RESOLUTION OF THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF EDUCATION 

APPROVING THE CONVEYANCE OF SUCH INTEREST IN 
TITLE AS THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF EDUCATION MAY 
HAVE TO THOSE PROPERTIES KNOWN AS 69 GRAND 
AVENUE AND AN UNNUMBERED PARCEL ON PERKINS 
STREET KNOWN AS ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO. 160-0761-02101, 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT TO THE CITY OF NEW HAVEN. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ms. Rivera, Mr. Lamb, Mr. Wilcox, 
 
As you are aware, the Board of Education voted to surplus the original Horace H. Strong 
School at 69 Grand Avenue in 2010, and the City has been working with developers since 
that time to renovate the Building and redevelop the property to productive use. 
 
In October 2022, the City selected the redevelopment plans submitted by a proposed joint 
venture between Pennrose, LLC and the Cloud Company, (jointly the Developer”). And 
in November 2023, the City entered into a Development and Land Disposition 
Agreement with the Developer for the redevelopment of the school and the property.   
 
The Developer’s subsequent due diligence has revealed a mark in the chain of title of two 
of the parcels that make up the Strong School property. The parcels are known as 69 
Grand Avenue and Assessor’s Parcel No. 160-0761-0210.  
 
The City is requesting the assistance of the Board of Education in clearing these minor 
title issues, by approving the enclosed Resolution approving the quitclaim conveyance of 
any residual interest in title as the Board of Education may have; and by executing the 
enclosed quitclaim deeds conveying such interest, if any, to the City.   
 

 
 

Justin Elicker 
Mayor 

 
OFFICE OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL               

165 Church Street 4th Floor, New Haven 06510 
Tel: 203.946.7958   Facsimile: 203.946.7942 

www.newhavenct.gov  
 

 

 
 

Patricia King 
Corporation Counsel 

http://www.newhavenct.gov/


We respectfully request that the enclosed resolution be heard at the next Finance and 
Operations Committee and then subsequently at the following meeting of the full Board 
of Education for final approval.   
  
Thank you for your assistance,   
 
Michael Pinto, Assistant Corporation Counsel 
John R. Ward, Special Counsel for Economic Development 
 

 
 



BOE Resolution [69 Grand Ave] 01 31 2024 

RESOLUTION OF THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVING THE 
CONVEYANCE OF SUCH INTEREST IN TITLE AS THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF 
EDUCATION MAY HAVE TO THOSE PROPERTIES KNOWN AS 69 GRAND 
AVENUE AND AN UNNUMBERED PARCEL ON PERKINS STREET KNOWN AS 
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO. 160-0761-02101, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT TO THE 
CITY OF NEW HAVEN.  
 
WHEREAS, the former Horace H. Strong School (the “School”) is located on three parcels of 
land located in the City of New Haven, State of Connecticut, known as 69 Grand Avenue, 19 
Clinton Avenue, and an unnumbered parcel on Perkins Street, known for reference as Assessor’s 
Parcel No. 160-0761-0210, (as well as a portion of Graniss Street, a paper street) located in the 
Fair Haven Neighborhood of New Haven, Connecticut (collectively, the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, at its meeting of March 22, 2010, the New Haven Board of Education (the “BOE”) 
voted to retire the School at the conclusion of the 2009-2010 academic school year and declared 
the School would no longer be used for educational purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the March 22, 2010, vote of the BOE ceded jurisdiction of the School to the City of 
New Haven (“City”) at the conclusion of the 2009-2010 academic school year; and 
 
WHEREAS, In October 2022, the City selected the redevelopment proposal submitted by a joint 
venture between Pennrose, LLC and the Cloud Company, (collectively the “Developer”); and  
 
WHEREAS, the City has entered into a Development and Land Disposition Agreement with the 
Developer as of November 28, 2023, for the redevelopment of the Property; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Developer’s due diligence has revealed a mark in the chain of title of the 
Property parcels known as 69 Grand Avenue and Assessor’s Parcel No. 160-0761-0210; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City and the BOE desire to remove the mark in the chain of title to the parcels.   
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the New Haven Board of Education that 
the quitclaim of any residual right, title, or interest, as the New Haven Board of Education has, 
may have, or ought to have in or to those certain parcels of land known as 69 Grand Avenue and 
Assessor’s Parcel No. 160-0761-0210 to the City of New Haven is hereby approved.  

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President of the New Haven Board of 

Education is authorized to execute and deliver, on behalf of the Board of Education, quit claim 
deeds conveying those certain parcels of land known as 69 Grand Avenue and Assessor’s Parcel 
No. 160-0761-0210, and to execute and deliver and any such other instruments and agreements 
as may be otherwise necessary or expedient, from time to time  in order to implement and effect 
the intent and purposes of the vote to surplus the School, and this Resolution (the “Ancillary 
Documents”);  

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City-Town Clerk of the City be and 

hereby is authorized to impress and attest the official seal of the City, to the extent necessary, 
upon the quit claim deeds, the Ancillary Documents and this Resolution. 
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Revised 7/03 

QUIT CLAIM DEED 
 
TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME -- GREETINGS: 
 
 KNOW YE that the New Haven Board of Education, acting as successors in interest to and on 
behalf of the Fair Haven School District (hereinafter referred to as the "Grantor"), for good and valuable 
consideration received to its full satisfaction from the City of New Haven (hereinafter referred to as the 
"Grantee"), the Grantor does hereby remise, release and forever QUIT CLAIM unto the Grantee, the City 
of New Haven and  its heirs, successors and assigns forever all the right, title, interest, claim and demand 
whatsoever as the Grantor has, may have, or ought to have in or to of all that certain piece or parcel of 
land situated in the City of New Haven, County of New Haven and State of Connecticut known as 69 
Grand Avenue (the “Property”), which parcel hereby conveyed is more particularly bounded and 
described as set forth in "Schedule A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
  This conveyance is made subject to the following: 
 

1. Any and all outstanding real estate taxes for Grand List years which are due and 
payable to other entities, if applicable. 

2. Pursuant to C.G.S. §12-81a, this conveyance is made subject to the real estate taxes 
on the Grand List of October 1, 2023, on a pro rata basis, if any, and all subsequent 
years thereafter.  

3. All water connection or use charges and sewer connection or use charges to and 
including the date hereof and all subsequent years thereafter. 

 
 TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the premises, with all of the appurtenances thereto, unto the said 
Grantee and unto its heirs, successors and assigns forever, so that neither the Grantor nor its successors 
nor any other person claiming under them shall have any claim, right, or title in or to the premises or any 
part thereof, but therefrom they are by these presents forever barred and excluded, except as otherwise 
provided in this Deed.   
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF on the           of                          , 2024 the New Haven Board of 
Education, as successor to the New Haven City School District hath caused this Deed to be executed and 
delivered by Yesenia Rivera, its President, who is duly authorized and empowered. 
 
Signed, Sealed and Delivered     

in the presence of: 
 
 
_____________________________   BY: __________________________________ 
         Yesenia Rivera 
         It’s President 
         Duly Authorized 
_____________________________ 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form and  

Correctness:       
 
 
_____________________________    
Elias Alexiades        
Assistant Corporation Counsel      
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) 
     )  ss.  New Haven               , 2024 
COUNTY OF NEW HAVEN ) 
 
 
 Personally appeared, Yesenia Rivera, its President aforesaid, signer and sealer of the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged the same to be his free act and deed as such Mayor, and the free act and 
deed of the City of New Haven, before me.   

 
______________________________________ 
Notary Public 
My Commission Expires  ___________________  
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Schedule A 
 

69 Grand Avenue  
 
All that certain piece or parcel of land with the buildings and all other improvements thereon situated in the 
City of New Haven, County of New Haven and State of Connecticut, being bound and described as follows: 
 
NORTHERLY: on a Passway; 
 
EASTERLY: on Perkins Street; 
 
SOUTHERLY: on Grand Street (now Grand Avenue); 
 
WESTERLY: on Clinton Street (now Clinton Avenue). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revised 7/03 

QUIT CLAIM DEED 
 
TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME -- GREETINGS: 
 
 KNOW YE that the New Haven Board of Education, acting as successors in interest to and on 
behalf of the New Haven City School District (hereinafter referred to as the "Grantor"), for good and 
valuable consideration received to its full satisfaction from the City of New Haven (hereinafter referred to 
as the "Grantee"), the Grantor does hereby remise, release and forever QUIT CLAIM unto the Grantee, 
the City of New Haven and  its heirs, successors and assigns forever all the right, title, interest, claim and 
demand whatsoever as the Grantor has, may have, or ought to have in or to of all that certain piece or 
parcel of land situated in the City of New Haven, County of New Haven and State of Connecticut known 
as Assessors Parcel 160-0761-02101 (the “Property”), which parcel hereby conveyed is more 
particularly bounded and described as set forth in "Schedule A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 This conveyance is further made subject to the following: 
 

1. Any and all outstanding real estate taxes for Grand List years which are due and 
payable to other entities, if applicable. 

2. Pursuant to C.G.S. §12-81a, this conveyance is made subject to the real estate taxes 
on the Grand List of October 1, 2023, on a pro rata basis, if any, and all subsequent 
years thereafter.  

3. All water connection or use charges and sewer connection or use charges to and 
including the date hereof and all subsequent years thereafter. 

 
 TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the premises, with all of the appurtenances thereto, unto the said 
Grantee and unto its heirs, successors and assigns forever, so that neither the Grantor nor its successors 
nor any other person claiming under them shall have any claim, right, or title in or to the premises or any 
part thereof, but therefrom they are by these presents forever barred and excluded, except as otherwise 
provided in this Deed.   
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF on the           of                          , 2024 the New Haven Board of 
Education, as successor to the New Haven City School District hath caused this Deed to be executed and 
delivered by Yesenia Rivera, its President, who is duly authorized and empowered. 
 
Signed, Sealed and Delivered     

in the presence of: 
 
 
_____________________________   BY: __________________________________ 
         Yesenia Rivera 
         It’s President 
         Duly Authorized 
_____________________________ 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form and  

Correctness:       
 
 
_____________________________    
Elias Alexiades        
Assistant Corporation Counsel      
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) 
     )  ss.  New Haven               , 2024 
COUNTY OF NEW HAVEN ) 
 
 
 Personally appeared, Yesenia Rivera, its President aforesaid, signer and sealer of the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged the same to be his free act and deed as such Mayor, and the free act and 
deed of the City of New Haven, before me.   

 
______________________________________ 
Notary Public 
My Commission Expires  ___________________ 
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Schedule A 
 
Assessor’s Parcel Number: 160-0761-02101 
 
All that certain piece or parcel of land with the buildings and all other improvements thereon situated in the 
City of New Haven, County of New Haven and State of Connecticut, being bound and described as follows: 
 
EAST:  by Perkins Street, one hundred and fifteen feet, more or less; 
 
SOUTH: by Granniss Street, ninety-five feet, more or less; 
 
WEST: by land now or formerly of Henry W. Crawford and H. Rowe and L. Rowe, one hundred 

and twenty feet, more or less; 
 
NORTH: by land now or formerly of Mary B. Mallory, ninety-eight feet, more or less. 
 
 
























































